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TOEFL YSS Solutions

Reading TOEFL Junior Standard TOEFL Primary Reading & Listening 
Step 1 and Step 2

Listening TOEFL Junior Standard TOEFL Primary Reading & Listening 
Step 1 and Step 2

Speaking TOEFL Junior Speaking TOEFL Primary Speaking

Writing TOEFL Junior Writing TOEFL Primary Writing



TOEFL YSS Writing Tests

Administered 
via computer

Measures writing 
ability through 
communicative 

tasks

Machine scored; uses 
natural language 
processing and AI

August 2023 
launch date

Fixed 
administrations 
with scheduled 

testing dates



Why Use TOEFL YSS Writing Tests?

 4 skills testing now available for young learners!

 Determine instructional plans for writing 

 Identify student strengths and weaknesses in their writing

 Shape communication with parents about student writing

 Research based design that reaches different writing 
levels within one assessment

 Same-day score reporting



Snapshot of TOEFL YSS Writing Tests

Test Number of 
Questions

Score Approx. 
Testing Time

TOEFL Junior 
Writing

5 0–16 40 min

TOEFL Primary 
Writing

19 0–17 30 min



TOEFL YSS Writing Tests

TOEFL Primary Writing

• Describe people, objects, animals, 
places, activities, and situations 

• Read a peer's writing and making 
appropriate edits in order to make the 
texts meaningful and accurate  

• Sequence a simple event

• Write a short, coherent story 

TOEFL Junior Writing

• Identify correct grammatical and/or 
mechanics forms in a written academic 
text

• Use written language effectively to 
communicate social/interpersonal 
information

• Produce effective paragraphs in a range 
of genres across academic subjects

Learning Objectives and Communication Goals



TOEFL YSS Writing Tests: Score Report 
 Linked to the Common European Framework of 

Reference (CEFR) with levels ranging from:

 below A1 to B1 (Primary) 

 below A2 to B2 (Junior)

 Provides a score with a CEFR profile

 Provides descriptors of the English-language 
abilities typical of test takers within a particular 
score range 



TOEFL Junior Writing: 
Score Report Sample (1)  



TOEFL Junior Writing: 
Score Report Sample (2)

Score 
Range

CEFR Proficiency Descriptors

13–16 B2 A typical student within this score range can do all of the following: 
• Correctly complete sentences in a written text nearly all of the time
• Produce simple and complex sentences accurately
• Provide answers to informal questions, and the answers are clear, 

complete and appropriate
• Express an opinion on a school-related topic, almost always with 

substantial detail and development
• Understand and accurately convey all main ideas and supporting details 

from an academic lecture, with almost no omissions



TOEFL Primary Writing: 
Score Report Sample (1)  



TOEFL Primary Writing: 
Score Report Sample (2)

Score 
Range

CEFR Proficiency Descriptors

11–15 A2 Students at this score range are typically able to describe familiar 
situations and begin to connect ideas in narratives. They typically can:
• Use their vocabulary knowledge to name and describe some everyday 

actions and objects, such as daily routines, clothes, body parts, animals, 
and school supplies

• Produce short narratives texts with some details about everyday events
• Use transition words to give coherence to parts of a text (examples: and, 

then, but, first, next, and finally)
• Construct simple sentences and questions with some correct syntax, 

word choice, and grammatical forms



Test Content:
TOEFL Junior Writing



TOEFL Junior Writing 
• 5 questions, about 40 minutes

• Students read directions and test questions and 
listen to the Listen-Write task.

• Headphones are required for in-classroom testing.

• Students type their responses on a computer or 
tablet.

• Responses to the Edit task are machine scored. 

• Responses to the remaining tasks are scored using 
Natural Language Processing technology and 
artificial intelligence capabilities.



TOEFL Junior Writing Tasks
Tasks Skills Assessed

Edit Enabling skills (grammatical and mechanical) 
that underlie communicative writing skills

E-mail Use of everyday language, syntax, and 
vocabulary

Opinion Ability to express and provide support for an 
opinion

Listen 
Write

Ability to understand an academic talk and 
provide the main points and important details



TOEFL Junior Writing Walkthrough



Test Content:
TOEFL Primary Writing



TOEFL Primary Writing
• 19 total questions, about 30 minutes

• Students listen to directions, view pictures, and 
read test questions. 

• Headphones are required for in-classroom testing.

• Questions are presented as part of a scenario.

• Students type their responses on a computer or 
tablet.

• Responses to the first three tasks are machine 
scored. 

• Responses to the final task are scored using 
Natural Language Processing technology and 
artificial intelligence capabilities.



TOEFL Primary Writing – At a Glance
Tasks Examples Scaffolding 

Questions
Scored 
Questions

Write a Word 1 0 5

Build a Sentence 1 0 5

Edit a Text 0 0 4

Write a Story 1 3 1



TOEFL Primary Writing Tasks
Tasks Skills Assessed

Write a Word Describe people, objects, animals, places, activities, and situations 
& enabling skills (e.g., vocabulary,  spelling)

Build a Sentence Describe people, objects, animals, places, activities, and situations 
& enabling skills (e.g., using English syntax)

Edit a Text Read a peer's writing and making appropriate edits in order to 
make the texts meaningful and accurate 

Write a Story Sequence a simple event; write a short, coherent story 



TOEFL Primary Writing Walkthrough



Thank you!
Sample questions:
https://www.ets.org/toefl/junior/prepare.html

https://www.ets.org/toefl/primary/prepare.html

https://www.ets.org/toefl/junior/prepare.html
https://www.ets.org/toefl/primary/prepare.html


TOEFL Junior Writing Task 1: Edit

JuniorWritingSampleQs.programworkshop.com

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjuniorwritingsampleqs.programworkshop.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ckciambella%40ETS.ORG%7C57d39dee96b64adb081208db7d93b9fd%7C0ba6e9b760b34fae92f37e6ddd9e9b65%7C0%7C0%7C638241845679491489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EFVAYQlDow7%2FXfsN5X3fdWkvJypDj9jHSzAsVaAf5Oo%3D&reserved=0


TOEFL Junior Writing Task 2: E-mail



TOEFL Junior Writing Task 3: Opinion



TOEFL Junior Writing Task 4: 
Listen-Write Academic



TOEFL Primary Writing Task 1: Write a Word 



TOEFL Primary Writing Task 2: 
Build a Sentence



TOEFL Primary Writing Task 3: Edit a Text 



TOEFL Primary Writing Task 4: Write a Story
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